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and Hanko (Hango) are the ports least handicapped by ice, and they
are frequently kept open by the use of-ice breakers. The warm waters
of the North Atlantic Drift keep the Arctic port of Petsamo (Pechenga)
open throughout the year, but its isolation from the settled portions
of the country prevents it being used.

SURFACE  FEATURES

Physically, Finland is closely related to Scandinavia, as it consists
of the same ancient rocks which occupy that peninsula. Here they have

Finland is a country of lakes and forests. It contains some 100,000 lakes. (Courtesy
of the Consulate General of Finland, New York.)

been worn down to a low plateau or peneplain, covered with minor sur-
face features which are the results of glaciation. As in the Laurentian
Plateau of North America, the ice has removed much of the original
soil and left a coarse morainic covering, with many swamps, indefinite
drainage, and a complex network of lakes and rivers.

The name Finland (fen land) is aptly applied to a country having
about one-third of its area covered with bogs, marshes and lakes. It
contains some 100,000 lakes, which occupy approximately n per cent
of its area. Many of these are very small, but in the southeast occurs
the Saima lake system, which covers 2500 square miles and is one of
the largest in Europe. Natural waterways connect many of the lakes,
but where these are lacking canals, frequently of ancient origin, provide